
Our Identity: 

LOVED + SENT 

Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: Loved and 
Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more than we deserve, and 

we are sent by Him with more purpose than we could ever imagine.  
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Pause 2 Play is meeting the second Mon-
day of the month at 9:00 a.m. Don’t forget 
to invite your friends and neighbors who 
care for little ones on Mondays. All are 

welcome. Our January 14th theme is snow. 

PPPPaaaauuuusssseeee    2222    PPPPllllaaaayyyy 

EXPLORE GOD Beginning the week of January 13th, 
churches all over Chicagoland will be open one night a 
week for 7 weeks to "explore God" in conversations led by 
pastors that reach out to anyone that wants to have a con-
versation about God. Living Christ will be open on 7 con-
secutive Tuesday evenings to speak conversationally with 
anyone who "shows up". Pastor Peter will be leading the 
conversation, and the community group team will be as-
sisting in any way that de-
velops (primarily set up, wel-
coming and light refresh-
ments). 

Access the entire church calendar from the 
home page by clicking on the calendar button.  
 
You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

There are two kinds of joy that we experience around Christmas time: The joy of getting, 
and the joy of giving. I pray that you’ve experienced both.  
 

When someone has gotten you the gift you always wanted, but never told anyone about 
– that’s joy. When your child takes the time to write you a card with a scribbled drawing – 

that’s joy. When someone who you never thought had noticed you at work shows up with a gift 
just for you – that’s the joy of getting.  
 

But, there is also joy in giving. In finding that perfect gift for someone you love. In watching a child 
unwrap the present they waited all year for. In the simple cards with words of love. That’s the joy 
of giving.  
 

Looking back on Christmas, I hope you found joy in all you got from God. After all, God’s Christ-
mas gift to you was His very own Son! The Son who lived for you and died for you and rose to 
bring you life. It was a gift of hope and peace and joy and love. This Christmas (and every Christ-
mas) you got so much. So many reasons for joy!  
 

I hope you also find joy in giving away that gift, because there is so much excitement in sharing 
Jesus. Whether it’s with someone who knows Him but needs Him, or whether it’s with someone 
who’s never heard His name, God wants us to share the gift we’ve received. We are not called to 
hold so tightly on to Jesus that we’re not willing to also let Him go. He is a gift that is to be shared 
generously.  
 

And the amazing thing is that the more we share Jesus with others and the more we freely give 
His love and joy and hope and peace away, the more Jesus continues to be ours. No matter how 
much we give away that amazing gift of love, Jesus continues to fill us up.  
 

So, take some time to think about who you can share 
Jesus with. Plan on what you might say or do to show 
His love. Pray for open doors and opportunities. Ask for 
strength. It won’t always be easy, but there will be joy.  
 

In Christ,  
 

Pastor Peter 

January 2019 

January 6  “Epiphany” 
January 13  “The Baptism of Jesus” 
January 20 & 27 “We are The Church” 

Come Worship with Us  

Pg 3  Worship Notes and Previews  
Pg 6 Scrip Gift Cards 

Pg 7 Breakfast with Santa Thank you Inside... 
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1/6:  The Epiphany of Our Lord 

 Theme: “Epiphany ” 
 Assigned Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6 

  Ephesians 3:1-12 

  Matthew 2:1-12  
 

1/13:  First Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Theme: The Baptism of Jesus 

 Assigned Readings: Isaiah 43:1-7 

    Romans 6:1-11 

    Luke 3:15-22  
 

Sermon Series: 1 Corinthians: We are The Church  
1/20:  Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Assigned Readings: Isaiah 62:1-5 

    1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

    John 2:1-11  

  

1/27: Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Assigned Readings: Nehemiah 8:1-3;5-6; 8-10 

    1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

    Luke 4:16-30  

Worship Notes and Previews 

ALTAR 
FLOWERS 
SIGN-UP 

The cost is $40 for 
the 2 arrangements 
or $23 for 1 ar-
rangement. Your 
check can be made 
out to LCLC and 
placed in the offer-
ing plate. Please let 
the office know if 
the flowers are in 
celebration of an 
occasion or in 
memory of some-
one. An Altar flower 
sign-up sheet is on 
the bulletin board by 
the elevator. 

Those Serving 
us this Month 

Acolyte: 
Help Needed 

Altar Guild:  
Help Needed 

Child Care:  
1/6 Sharon 

1/13 Nancy 

1/20 Melissa 

1/27 Lisa 

Coffee Fellowship: 
Help Needed 

Communion Assistant: 
1/6 John 

1/20 Brad 

Guest Ambassadors: 
1/6 Smitha 

1/13 Scott 
1/20 Nancy 

1/27 Smitha 

Lay Reader: 
1/6 Jon 

1/13 Wayne 

1/20 Marty 

1/27 Becky 

LCD Projector: 
1/6 Steve 

1/13 Larry 

1/20 Steve 

1/27 Kathy 

Sign Changers: 
1/13 Laura and Art 
1/27 Kathy and Scott 
Ushers: 
1/6 George and Bill 
1/13 Art and Ed 

1/20 Gary and Jack 

1/27 Susan and Matt 
Welcome Partners: 
1/6 Bonnie and Marlene 

1/13 Rita and Jack 

1/20 Kathy and Scott 
1/27 Gilda and Nancy 

Please 
prayer-

fully consider signing up 
to serve for one month 
of 2019. A sign-up 
sheet can be found on 
the bulletin board by the 
elevator. If you feel you 
cannot commit for a 
whole month, please 
consider signing up for 
one week. If you are not 
sure what is involved or 
how to do it, talk to 
Smitha or Lynne. If you 
would like to assist for a 
week or more, let us 
know. 

PRAYER 
SHAWL 

 

Please join us as 
we knit and cro-
chet items for 
those in need. We 
meet on Thurs-
days, 1-3 p.m., 
weather permit-
ting. 
For more infor-

mation, please 

contact Ilene. 
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Dear Living Christ Family, 
 For those of you I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting, I am Martha 
Miles. I was a youth ministry intern at Living Christ over a decade ago! I 
consider Living Christ my missionary sending congregation. You’ve made it 
possible for me to follow God’s call to India and now CA! I met my husband 
Matt while on mission and we have 3 boys. Josiah 3, Asher 2 and Noah 5 
months. The vision God has given us as a family is to live among the poor 
as Jesus did and to share the gospel with at risk youth and families in inner
-city Oakland.  
 You might be wondering, what does this look like lived out? Thanks-

giving Dinner is a great example. We invited youth and families that we had known over the years 
to our home to celebrate. We packed our 2 bedroom apartment with 25 people and had a party! We 
were reminded of the parable where Jesus throws a banquet and he invites guests but they are too 
busy and are unwilling to come. He then tells his servants to go out to the highways and byways 
and invite anyone who will come! We feel compelled to get outside church walls and invite those 
who think they are unworthy to come to God’s table! Seated at our table were former gang mem-
bers, drug dealers, single moms, women who had been abused, immigrants, former inmates and 
those battling addiction. It was a rainbow of races, cultures and languages. We had black, white, 
asian and latinos. The one thing we held in common was love for Jesus. We prayed, gave thanks 
for years of relationship and feasted together! After dinner our crowd requested worship songs and 
sang them at the top of their lungs. They are the redeemed who know the meaning of grace! I had a 
moment to reflect in the middle of the celebration and realize, this is what God’s kingdom looks like! 
 You might also be curious about where funds go when you give. When you give you enable 
us to pay our rent and utilities, to feed our growing family and invite others to our table, to keep our 
van running and our gas tank full in order to share rides. You enable us to buy gifts and throw birth-
days and baby showers. You make it possible for us to plan trips and take youth and families out of 
the city so that they can encounter God in nature! You enable us to bless the family whose bread-
winner is in rehab, to put $ on an inmates account in jail, to buy groceries for the friend who is work-
ing 2 jobs and still can’t put food on the table. All of these acts of love make people ask, why are 
you doing this for me? This gives us the opportunity to share the good news of Jesus, to tell people 
that we’ve been loved to love. Thank you so much for your prayers, generosity, gift cards, care 
packages and words of encouragement! We love you LCLC family! If you are interested in being a 
prayer partner or monthly, quarterly, or one time donor please contact us, we are always praying for 
more partners so that we can 
keep growing God’s kingdom 
and bringing Him glory! You 
can email mattandmartham-
iles@gmail.com, write us at 
5300 Bancroft Ave. Apt. #6 
Oakland, CA 94601 or call/
text 510-978-1934.  
 

All our Love, 
Martha, Matt, Josiah, Asher 
and Noah 
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The subject of revival comes up from time to time as God's people look forward to periods when 
God's Spirit seems to stir in a mighty way among all people. On the other hand, the work of the Holy 
Spirit sometimes seems frustrating to God's people simply because we ARE people. And as people, 
our sinful nature wants to "take credit" for the great things WE are doing, rather than giving glory to 
God for the amazing things His Spirit accomplishes in our lives because that is His purpose. We look 
for big things to happen on a given day, when in reality we learn that God's kingdom grows one rela-
tionship at a time. 
 

But, from time to time, God sends us amazing opportunities in different ways. Over the past year, 
the members at Living Christ have developed relationships through various ministries such as Pause 
2 Play, our comfort dog ministry (featuring Jo-Jo) and our small groups. We have met new people at 
Summer Suppers and our Block Parties. Now we have a unique opportunity coming up in January 
and February of 2019. A group of Christian ministries has received grants from some wealthy donors 
that allow us to participate in an outreach event titled explore God/Chicago.  
 

Beginning the week of January 13th, churches all over Chicagoland will be open one night a week 
for 7 weeks to "explore God" in conversations led by pastors that reach out to anyone that wants to 
have a conversation about God. Living Christ will be open on 7 consecutive Tuesday evenings to 
speak conversationally with anyone who "shows up". Pastor Peter will be leading the conversation, 
and the community group team will be assisting in any way that develops (primarily set up, welcom-
ing and light refreshments). 
 

The call for our congregation is to invite neighbors and friends who might be interested in a wide-

ranging discussion of God through some short videos that focus the discussion and topics around 7 
key questions about God that society seems to be asking. You could help the team serve on those 
evenings, but the conversation is really for people who are not members of our church. 
 

Will you begin to pray today for God to put 5 names in your heart to invite to our church on January 
15, 2019 to begin a journey of discovery? We don't know where the journey will lead or end, but we 
know we have an awesome God who cares for every individual and 
showed it by sending His one and Only Son to be our Savior! 
 

God bless your prayers, your list of names and your asking! 
 

To learn more please visit www.exploregod.com/chicago 

 

Marty 

Explore God 

Newsletter 
Thank you to Karen and Kathy S. for your 
help with the December newsletter. 
 

Here is the schedule for January and Febru-
ary. A new schedule will be made for the next 
year in a few weeks. If you would 
like to serve by helping proof or 
collate the newsletter, give the 
church office a call. 

 

Month 

January  
‘19 

February ‘19 

Articles due 1/10 2/10 

Ready to proof 1/15 2/15 

Proofer Ann Karen 

Ready to collate 1/23 2/23 

Collate team Linda 

Bob 

Kathy S. 
Help Needed 
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PPPPaaaauuuusssseeee    2222    PPPPllllaaaayyyy    
Preschoolers and Caregivers 

2nd Monday of the month 

9:00-10:30 AM 
Join us for Pause 2 Play, a free program for children under 

5 and their caregivers. We provide time for the children to 

play and for caregivers to visit, as well as a short time of sto-

ries and songs designed for preschoolers. Hope to see you 

there! 

Themes: 

January 14—Snow 

February 11—Cookies 

March 11—Teddy Bears 

April 8—Easter 

May 13—Hungry Hungry Caterpillar 

Thank you to those of you 
who support the Scrip Gift 
Card Fund by purchasing 
and ordering gift cards. Be-
ginning in 2019, I will be or-
dering gift cards the first Sun-
day of each month rather 
than every three weeks. 
Hopefully, it will make it easi-
er to keep track of the Sun-
days for placing orders (not 
only for you but for me also). 
You can remember to bring 
your LWML Mites and your 
Scrip order forms the same 
Sunday beginning in Janu-
ary. 
 

Hundreds of cards are availa-
ble through Scrip. Popular 
cards will continue to be 
available every Sunday in the 
lobby after church. Would 
you consider purchasing gift 
cards once in a while to be 
used for gifts or for your eve-
ryday purchases at grocery 
stores, gas stations, and res-
taurants?  

 

The proceeds from the sale 
of gift cards are used for non-

budgeted items needed for 
our 
church. 
We also 
use some 
of the 
proceeds 
to help others. Recently, the 
candles on the sconces were 
purchased to be used for Ad-
vent and on Christmas Eve. 
Be sure to check them out. 
Gift cards were also given to 
Lutheran Child and Family 
Services for the children 
whose tags were not taken 
from our tree. 
 

Deanne 

Gift Card Coordinator 

Scrip Gift Cards 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Thank you for your wonderful attendance 
at the congregational meeting in November. I 
appreciate your understanding of where we are 
financially, and the necessity to present, for the 
year of 2019, a budget that is $20,000 more in 
possible expenses than in predicted income. 
Thank you for your support for the board of director’s decision in 
presenting this budget, and your trust that we will do our best to be 
faithful stewards of the money you have entrusted us with. We 
continue to pursue another renter or other way to use this facility to 
gain the revenue lost when Chinese Word left the end of January 
2018. We also continue to carefully manage our expenses.  
 There are 2 ways you can help. First of all, obviously, is to 
continue to give to God’s work here at Living Christ. If you have 
any questions about this, or desire more information as to how our 
finances work, please feel free to contact Brad, Becky, or Pastor 
Peter. Secondly, and most importantly, you can pray. Pray for 
God’s perfect provision and pray for wisdom for your board. With 
His help, we will be His church doing His work. Thank you. 
 

Becky 

Out to Lunch Bunch 

 

Lunch Bunch will go out to lunch on Monday, 
January 7th at 11:30 am at Buca di Beppo on Mil-
waukee Ave. in Wheeling. See Judy with ques-
tions and to let her know if you plan to attend. 
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PLANNING AHEAD 

 

Jan 6 Mites collected after service 

 Scrip Orders placed 

Jan. 7  Out to Lunch Bunch 

Jan 8 Board of Directors Meeting  

Jan 14 Pause to Play 

Jan 15  Explore God 

Jan 22 Explore God 

Jan 29 Explore God 

Feb. 3 Mites collected after the service 

 Scrip Orders placed 

Feb. 5 Board of Directors Meeting 

 Explore God 

Feb 11 Pause to Play 

Feb. 12 Explore God 

Feb. 19 Explore God 

Feb. 26 Explore God 

March 6 Ash Wednesday Service 

March 11 Pause to Play 

April 6 Easter Egg Packing 

April 20 Easter Egg Hunt 

1  Karen 

5  Wendy 
6  Philip 

8  Wayne 

17  Judy 

22 Marty 

23  Anthony 

25  Gary 

30 Steve 

Elders: 
Art 

Wayne 

Offering Envelopes  
The 2019 offering envelopes 
are at the back of the church. 
Please pick up your family's envelopes.  

Happy Anniversary 

Rachael and Shaun 

1/9/1999 

Breakfast with Santa Thank 
You 

 

What a great day we had! There were over 
100 children and adults that attended the 
event, plus all the individuals that helped. 
We started the day off in the fellowship hall 
with pancakes and sausage cooked by the 
Saturday morning men’s Bible group. Then 
we all went upstairs for a message by Pas-
tor Peter and the arrival of Santa. Crafts 
were made downstairs as the children 
waited for their time with Santa. Each child 
had private time to let him know what they 
wanted for Christmas and then a photo op-
portunity. Thank you all of you that helped 
with food, hands on help and inviting your 
friends. 
 

Breakfast with 
Santa Commit-
tee 

Kathy, Missy 
and  
Susan  

Official Acts:  
Andrew David, Jr. 
Baptized:  
December 23, 
2018 

Celebration and Memorial Fund 

 

Memorials given this month: 
 

To the memorial Fund 

• In memory of Ferdinand Pulli by 
Marge 

• In memory of Jeneen Bauman by Nancy, Patty 
and Arnie and Laura 

 

To the Comfort Dog Ministry  
• In memory of Jeneen Bauman by Becky and 

Marty and Rita and Jack 

 

To Debt Reduction 

• In memory of Jeneen Bauman by Bonnie 

Mites will be collected Sunday, January 6th. 
Mites are collected the 1st Sunday of the month 
every month by the Women’s Guild. $18.97 was 
collected for mites in December. The mites 
collected go to the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, which 
supports many international mission 
projects. Thank you for your support.  

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY 
LEAGUE AT LCLC 


