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Our Identity: 
LOVED + SENT 

Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: Loved and 
Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more than we deserve, and 

are sent by Him with more purpose than we could ever imagine.  
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Holiday ScheduleHoliday ScheduleHoliday ScheduleHoliday Schedule    
Breakfast with 
Santa and the 
Christ Child  

 

An invitation for the 

whole family 

****************** 

Sat, December 16th 

9:30 AM 
 

∗ pancake breakfast  

∗ a fun presentation of 
the real Christmas story 

∗ Christmas songs 

∗ Santa will arrive for 
pictures  

∗ Christmas crafts 
 

RSVPs necessary 

Advent Services— 
December 6th, 13th and 20th  

7 p.m. 
(For all midweek services, a light 

supper will be served from 6:00 - 6:45 

p.m. in the fellowship hall.) 
 

Sunday School’s Christmas 
Program 

December 17th 9:00 a.m. 
 

Christmas 
Eve Service 
December 
24th 7 p.m. 

 

Christmas 
Day Service 
December 
25th 9 a.m. 

Access the entire church calendar from the 

home page by clicking on the calendar button.  

 

You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



Come Worship with us  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Sometimes it can be hard to find God in this world we live in. Even in this Christ-
mas season we are starting, it can be hard to find God. Actually, sometimes it feels es-
pecially hard to find God in December. 
 That’s because there are so many distractions. This is a busy time of year! We 
are constantly moving from one kid’s Christmas pageant to the office holiday party to a 
church potluck dinner. Lights need to be hung, presents need to be bought (and then 
their bills to be paid), cookies need to be baked, sentimental movies need to be watched, and 
our homes need to be decorated. 
 For some of us, this is the most stressful time of year. We want to buy just the right pre-
sents for the people we love. But, that is hard (and expensive). There is so much to do, and so 
little time. 
 For others of us, this is the saddest time of year. The holidays remind us of who is not 
with us this year. Grief and mourning take up most of our time. 
 All of this makes finding God hard. But God is where He has always been. He’s not in the 
lights, the presents, the cookies or the decorations. If that’s where we expect to find Him, we will 
definitely be disappointed. 
 You see, God tends to show up in much simpler, humbler, and lowlier places. Like a man-
ger lined with hay. Two thousand years ago, God didn’t come into this world on that first Christ-
mas as a powerful king, but as a baby born into the arms of a young unwed mother. The first 
people to worship Him weren’t the rich celebrities or the powerful elite, but a misfit band of shep-
herds and later a group of pagan magicians and astrologers called “Magi”. 

God often shows up where we would least expect to find Him. Even today, that’s the truth. 
If you are looking for God in the big, the bold, and the flashy places of this world, well, you’ll be 
disappointed. But, if you look for Him the small, lowly places He has promised to be, you will find 
Him every time. If you look to listen to Him in His Word, you will hear Him every time. You’ll hear 
His promises of love and grace and life. If you look to draw near to Him in His Supper, in simple 
bread and wine, He will be there with mercy and forgiveness and unity. That’s His promise. 

God is here, this Christmas season. He hasn’t gone anywhere. If we 
would just look to where He has always been, we will find Him. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love the cookies and the lights and the presents this season brings, 
too. But, we have to make sure that we find ways and times to pause this De-
cember to see God. He’s here, right where He’s always been. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Peter 

Sermon Series: Hope is on the Way 
December 3, & 10 
December 17 Sunday School Program 

December 2017 

Page 3 Advent Services 
Page 5 Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child 
Page 7 Christian Service  inside... 

December 24 Christmas Eve Service  
December 25 Christmas Day Service  
December 31 Sermon Series: Genesis 
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Worship Notes and Previews Worship Notes and Previews Worship Notes and Previews Worship Notes and Previews  

Sermon Series: Hope is on the Way 
12/3: First Sunday in Advent 
Text: Psalm 80 
Assigned Readings: Psalm 80:1-7 
 Matthew 11:1-10  
  
12/10:Second Sunday in Advent 
Text: Psalm 85 
Assigned Readings: Psalm 85 
  Mark 1:1-8 
 
12/17: Third Sunday in Advent 
Sunday School Program 
Assigned Readings Psalm 126 
 John 1:6-8; 19-28  
  
12/24: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Text: Psalm 89 
Assigned Readings: Psalm 89:1-5; 19-29;  
 Luke 1:26-38 
 
12/24: Christmas Eve 
Assigned Readings Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-20 
 
12/25: Christmas Day 
Assigned Readings: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 Hebrews 1:1-6 
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
12/31: First Sunday after Christmas 
Sermon Series: Genesis 
Text: Genesis 3:1-19 
Assigned Readings: Genesis 3:1-19 
 1 Corinthians 15:12-22 
 John 3:1-9 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

What great attendance we had at the 
November congregational meeting! Thank you 
for coming, and for celebrating 2017 with us 
and looking forward to the future. The board is 
so thankful for the support our members give 
us, always being ready to offer time, talents, 
and treasures to serve the Lord and our 
community. We hope many of you will be able 
to be a part of our discussions with Keith Haney 
next year as we explore the directions 
God has for us at Living Christ. 

Becky 

Prayer Shawl 
Please join us on Thursdays, 1-3 p.m. as we 
knit and crochet items for those in need.  Dur-
ing the winter months we plan to meet, 
weather permitting. 
We recently donated scarves to Christmas in 
November, baby blankets and hats to NWC 
Hospital and lap 
blankets and prayer 
shawls to Phil’s 
Friends.   
For more information, 

please contact Ilene. 

Advent 2017 
The Songs of Christmas 
As we gather together this 
Advent for our mid-week 
Advent services we will be 
looking at some of our 
favorite Christmas and 
Advent Hymns.  We will 
reflect on one hymn each 
week as we dive into the 
history and message of that 

hymn and how it points us to our Savior's 
birth.  We will meet Wednesday, December 
6th, 13th, and 20th at 7pm to worship. 
We will have a light supper from 6– 6:45 pm in 
the fellowship hall. 
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Those Serving us this Month 

Acolyte: 
12/3 Anna 
12/17 Robert 
12/24 Christmas Eve Anna 
12/25 Robert 
12/31 Anna 
Altar Guild: Smitha  
Child Care:  
12/3  Melissa 
12/10  Lisa 
12/17 Jenny 
12/24  Sharon 
12/24 Christmas Eve Nancy 
12/31  Melissa 
Coffee Fellowship: 
Help Needed 
Communion Assistant: 
12/3  Art  
12/24 Christmas Eve Wayne 
12/25  Gary 
Guest Ambassadors: 
12/3  Nancy 
12/6  Smitha 
12/10  Scott 
12/13  Nancy 
12/17 Smitha 
12/20 Scott 
12/24 Nancy 
12/24 Christmas Eve Smitha 
12/25 Scott 
12/31 Nancy 
Lay Reader: 
12/3  Becky 
12/10  Wayne 
12/17  Smitha 
12/24  Luanne 
12/24 Christmas Eve Gilda 
12/25  Marty 
12/31 Becky 
LCD Projector: 
12/3  Kathy 
12/10  Larry 
12/17  Steve 
12/24  Kathy 
12/31 Steve 
Ushers: 
12/3  Gary and Brad 
12/6 Art 
12/10 Ed and George 
12/13 Jack 
12/17 Sue and Matt 
12/20 Steve 
12/24 Scott and Bill 
12/24 Christmas Eve Art and Brad 
12/25  Sue and Matt 
12/31 Gary and George 
Welcome Partners: 
12/3  Marge and Gilda 
12/6  Nancy and Marlene 
12/10 Sue and Matt 
12/13  Kathy and Scott 
12/17 Bonnie and Elsie 
12/20  Rita and Jack 
12/24  Marge and Gilda 
12/24 Christmas Eve Help Needed 
12/25  Nancy and Marlene 
12/31 Kathy and Scott 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
 
Lunch Bunch will go out to lunch on 
Monday, December 4th at 11:30 
am  at Tuscany Restaurant, 550 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. Wheeling. (847-465-

9988).  This is a 2nd year Christmas visit and we will  have a private 
room. We need a count ahead of time for the reservation. See Judy  
with questions and to let her know if you plan to attend. 

CHRISTMAS IN NOVEMBER 
 

What a fun night we had at Christmas in 
November. We did so much in two hours, 
hard to believe everything that was accom-
plished. So nice to see friends, family, 
Pause 2 Play friends and members all working together. 
 
When we uploaded the purchased coats ahead of time there were 
49, by the end of the event we had 63 new coats. Praise God. The 
scarves the Prayer Shawl members made were a lovely touch to 
the coats. We had just enough scarves for all the coats that needed 
them. What a wonderful outpouring of generosity by you. 
You packed 63 toiletry gift bags. Half of the bags went to Wheeling 
Township and the half went to Journeys. They were both so thank-
ful for the donations. 
 
This year’s cookies looked so yummy with all the different colored 
sugars on them. As always so much good help making and baking. 
 
A big Thank You to Chick Fil A, Mt. Prospect for donating the deli-
cious chicken sandwiches. Plan on visiting the Chick Fil A restau-
rant and thank the manager for their generosity. 
 
Thank you to Thrivent Financial for helping us purchase all the 
sides, drinks and desserts, and helping us purchase many chil-
dren’s coats, mittens and extra toiletries. 
 
A very Merry Christmas. It will be to those 63 kids 
when they get a new coat, mittens or gloves and a 
lovely scarf. 
 

God Bless You, 
Arlene 
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Breakfast with Santa and the 
Christ Child  

 
You are invited to Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child at Living Christ Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, December 16 from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
 
Join us as we celebrate the true meaning of Christmas with breakfast, a Christmas 
children’s message and songs, Christmas crafts, and pictures with Santa. Families 
with young children are especially invited.  
 
 
Register at livingchristlutheran.org or by calling the church office at (847)577-7133.  
 
Cameras welcome.  

You are Invited to a family Christmas Service presented by the 
Sunday School. The service will be Sunday, December 17, 2017 
at the 9:00 AM service.  

 
Who: Congregation, Family & Friends 
 
What: Join the children and youth as they share the Christmas message with us through carols and 
scripture. 
 
Where: Living Christ Lutheran Church 
 
When: December 17, 2017, 9:00 AM 
 
Bring your relatives and friends and make this Service an im-
portant part of your holiday activities.  
 
Afterwards, please join us for a special coffee fellowship. 

A Special Invitation 

HELP NEEDED FOR BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AND THE CHRIST 
CHILD 
Living Christ will once again be hosting Breakfast With Santa and the Christ Child. It will be held 
on Saturday, December 16, 2017 from 9:30 AM 11:00 AM. Be sure to invite any special child or 
family that you know. As always, volunteers and food donations are welcome. Volunteers are 
needed for set up, helping during the event and clean up afterwards. A donation sheet will be 
posted by the elevator. If you are interested in helping please see Missy or Sue.  
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Life of Stewardship 
 
I have 3 items to bring to your attention as we prepare for 2018 and beyond! I will start with our 
congregational meeting, but please read on until you finish all 3 items! (okay - enough with the ex-
clamation points) 
 
1. At our congregational meeting on November 12th, the congregation voted to accept the budget 
as presented. What does that mean for every one of us? After several years of relatively flat 
(stable) budgets, we need a 5% increase in contributions in 2018 to continue all the wonderful pro-
grams of inreach and outreach that have become a mark of Living Christ. I will let each one of our 
giving units do their own math, but some may be able to give more than others because of their 
circumstances - that is the benefit of belonging to an organization larger than each one of its com-
ponent parts. If you don't think you are able to increase your giving at the present time, I ask you to 
try the 5% increase for January and February and then evaluate if you are able to continue. God 
bless each of you on your individual decisions. 
 
2. Someone gave me an article on IRA distributions. At age 70, many of us who were leaving our 
IRA "nest-eggs" intact, will now need to begin to receive RMDs - Required Minimum Distributions. 
One lesser known fact is that if you are 70 and one-half years old, you may designate portions (or 
all) of a required minimum distribution (RMD) to a charity and avoid tax on the distribution. Please 
speak to your financial advisor to see if this option makes sense for you. If you do your taxes and 
investments by yourself without an advisor, speak to Brad or Marty  and we’ll see if we can get 
someone (possibly at Thrivent) to advise you. 
 
3. Living Christ is beginning to reschedule Fellowship events (e.g., a game night, a spaghetti din-
ner). These events are excellent ways to keep connections with your friends, relatives, neighbors 
and co-workers through the winter. Please get a list of the events from Judy or Lynne  R. and con-
sider inviting someone you have trying to connect with to a fun night of fellowship. Don't miss the 
opportunity for fun, fellowship and deeper connections in your relationships. 
 
2018 - here we come, ready or not!  
 
Sincerely,  
Marty, Director of Stewardship. 

Family Game Night 
 
Join us Saturday, December 2nd at 7pm  
 
Bring your favorite game and a snack and 
we will have a night of fun and fellowship. 
Any questions, see or call Judy. This is for 
all ages. 

ZOO LIGHTS FIELD TRIP  
 
The Brookfield Zoo is an at-
traction in itself. The zoo 
transforms into Chicago’s 
largest holiday lights festival 
with one million lights twin-
kling through the wonderland. 
Come join us on Saturday, 
December 30th at 4 pm. We 
will meet at church and car-
pool. Any questions, see 
Patty or Lynne R. 



December 2017  Page 7 

Newsletter Assistants—-Below is the 
schedule for the next several months. 
 

 

Month January 
‘18 

February 
‘18 

Articles 
due 

1/10 2/10 

Ready to 
proof 

1/15 2/15 

Proofer Ann Karen 

Ready to 
collate 

1/23-24 
 

2/23-24 
 

Collate 
team 

Linda 
Bob 

Kathy S. 
Help 

Needed 

Thank you to Ann, 
Bob and Linda for 
your help with the 
November 
newsletter. 

The Ministry of the Month for December is Lutheran Church Charities. 
Lutheran Church Charities’ logo says “Making a Difference”, and their goal 
is to show the mercy, compassion, presence, and proclamation of Jesus to 
a hurting world. Donations given to LCC for specific needs are passed 
along 100%, whether it is for a person needing a car to get to work, a 
pastor needing help with large medical expenses, a church needing a roof, 
or comfort dogs traveling to the site of a recent disaster. The money we 
are giving to them this month will be for their administrative costs which are not paid at all from 
these designated donations. 

Luanne 

Christian Service 

One of the Mission Grants selected by the Na-
tional LWML for the 2017-2019 Biennium: 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities: Sharing Jesus 
with People with Disabilities $100,000 

Bethesda Lutheran Communities desired to enhance the 
lives of people with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities with services that share the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  Operating at program locations across the 
United States, they provide homes and support, promot-
ing awareness and advocate services.  Over 1,900 peo-
ple at 300 programs sites in 13 states are served.  
Travel is essential in achieving this mission.  These 
costs are not subject to state reimbursement.  Relying 
on the support of donors, Bethesda is able to nourish 
relationships and grow their network to support people 
of all abilities with their faith journey.  Grant funds would 
be used to support ministry consultant travel. 
 
One of the Mission Grants selected by the NID 
LWML for their 2016-2018 Biennium: 
Beyond the Walls – NID, Lutheran Special Education 
Ministries (LSEM) $14,850 
LSEM’s Beyond the School Walls offers needed support 
to children with learning needs to become proficient 
readers and/or mathematicians.  Being able to read pro-
ficiently provides accessibility to God’s Word, the Bible.  
Northern Illinois District participants gain access to the 
project when they are identified as a child with learning 
needs in a LSEM Partnership Program, or when parents 
request help from LSEM’s Resource Center.  An online 
curriculum provides accessibility for the learner as well 
as other helpful LSEM resources:  online instructional 
webinars and Parent eNewsletters featuring Christ-
centered devotions and other beneficial information. 

Mites will be collected Sunday, 
December 3rd. Mites are collected 
the 1st Sunday of the month every 
month by the Women’s Guild. $62.25 
was collected for mites in November. 
The mites collected go to the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, which 
supports many international mission 
projects. Thank you for your support. 
For more information, see 
www.lwml.org or see Nancy. 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE AT LCLC 



Page 8     December 2017 

The 
year 
ends 
soon 
and a 

new year begins. Let’s start 
out the New Year by par-
taking of an opportunity to 
sign up for Altar Guild for a 
week or a month in 2018  
 

The sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board by the eleva-
tor. 
 

Thank you for your partici-
pation. We’ll be happy to 
help you learn or to assist 
in any way. 
 

Please call Smitha  or 
Lynne (847)577-7133 if 
you have a question. 
 

Prepare the way of the 
Lord.  
Matthew 3:3  

An altar flower sign-up sheet 
for 2018 will be on the bulle-
tin board next to the elevator. 
Please sign up for 1 or 2 ar-
rangements for a Sunday. 
More than 1 family may sign 
up for the same date. Please 
let the office know if the flow-
ers are in celebration or 
memory of someone or for a 
special occasion. Any ques-
tions, see or call Smitha or 
Lynne  at (847)577-7133.  

POINSETTIAS 
This year we will once again be 
offering poinsettia plants for 
sale. Red poinsettias will be 
available in two sizes this year. 
The standard 6" pot at $8.00 
and the larger 10" pot at $16.00. 
The plants will grace the sanctu-
ary and can be taken home at 
the conclusion of the Christmas 
Day service. There will be a 
sign up sheet on the board by 
the elevator.   
Please sign up soon. 
 
Thanks 
Any questions, see 
or call Arlene 

Need help with your shopping? 
 
Scrip orders will be placed Dec. 3rd and 10th 
Cards come in denominations from $10 to $100. Begin thinking 
if there is a gift card or two you could purchase for gifts. For 
more information, feel free to ask Deanne or Ar-
lene for an explanation about how easy it is to 
use Scrip gift cards. 
 
Gift cards are available in the lobby every Sunday after church.  
 
Deanne 

The 2018 
offering 
envelopes 
are ready 
to be 
picked up 
in the lobby 

of the church. 
 

PPPPaaaauuuusssseeee    2222    PPPPllllaaaayyyy    
Preschoolers and Care Givers           9:00-10:30 AM 

If you know anyone who is caring for children under 5 during the day on the 
third Monday of the month, let them know we are here and would love to have 
them join us. We have had dads and moms, nannies and aunts, grandmas and 
grandpas bring children. We have time for the children to play and the adults to 
talk, stories and songs, little games and crafts for the children as well as coffee 
for adults and snacks for the kids. It's a fun morning, and much appreciated by those who come.  
December's theme is Christmas. 
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PLANNING AHEAD 
  
Dec. 2 Family Game Night 
Dec. 3 Mites collected after service 
 Christmas Gifts due 
 Scrip Order placed 
 Small Group at Deanne and Wayne’s 
Dec. 4 Lunch Bunch out to lunch 
Dec. 5 Board of Directors Meeting  
Dec. 6 Advent Service 
Dec. 10 2nd Sunday Service 
 Scrip Order placed 
Dec. 11 Small Group at Kathy and Scott’s 
Dec. 13 Advent Service 
Dec. 16 Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child 
Dec. 17 Children’s Christmas Program 
Dec. 18 Pause 2 Play 
Dec. 20 Advent Service 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service 
Dec. 30 Zoo Lights Field Trip 

12/1 Gilda 
12/7 Susan 
12/9 Darla 
12/10 Bob 
12/12 Bill 
12/12 Joe 
12/14 Sara 
12/18 Seth 
12/27 Maddie 

 
Dale and Edward 

12/28/74 
Eleanor and Gary 

12/28/73 
Smitha and Pravin 

12/28/98 

Wayne 
Art 

E

L

D

E

R

S 

Just a 
reminder 
that Sunday, 
December 31 is 
the last Sunday 
in 2017. For tax 
planning 

purposes, you will want to plan 
to get your final 2017 

Advent Dinners 
 

 
A light 
supper 
will be 
served 
before 
the Mid-week Advent Services 
on Wednesday, December 6th, 
December 13th and December 
20th. If you would like to help, 
please contact Judy. 

Celebration and  
Memorial Fund 
 
Memorials given this 
month: 
 
To the Comfort Dog 
Ministry  
• In memory of Trudy by 

Deanne and Wayne 
• In memory of Bob by 

Gilda, Becky and 
Marty, and Marge 

To the General Fund  
• In celebration of 

Jean’s birthday by 
William 

To the memorial Fund 
• In memory of Bob by 

Laura 

Officials acts: 
Bob Bandemer called to his 
heavenly home on October 
31, 2017 
Funeral Service on 
November 10, 2017 


