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Our Identity: 
LOVED + SENT 

Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: 
Loved and Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more 

than we deserve, and are sent by Him with more purpose than we 
could ever imagine.  

 
 

 
March 1, 2017  7 PM Ash Wednesday 
March 8, 2017  7 PM 
March 15, 2017 7 PM  
March 22, 2017 7 PM 
March 29, 2017 7 PM  
April 5, 2017 7 PM 

 For all Wednesday Lent Services, a light supper will be served at  
6 pm in the fellowship hall. 

Lenten ScheduleLenten ScheduleLenten ScheduleLenten Schedule    

SAVE THE DATE 
Come to the Living Christ  

Easter Egg Hunt    

Saturday, April 15th Saturday, April 15th Saturday, April 15th Saturday, April 15th     

10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. ––––  11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 

 

Access the entire church calendar from the 

home page by clicking on the calendar button.  

 

You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



Sundays Sermon Series: A Journey to the Cross 
March 5—Temptation 
March 12—Reborn 
March 19—Living Water 
March 26—Believing is Seeing 

March 2017 

Come Worship with us  March 1 Ash Wednesday— For You 
Wednesdays’ Sermon Series: Cross Words 
March 8—Father, Forgive Them  
March 15—Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit  
March 22—Why Have You Forsaken Me? 
March 29—Today you will be with me in Paradise  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 Most of us are pretty good at pointing the finger at someone else. There is a 
lot of finger-pointing going on. 
 This is probably most obvious when it comes to the highly politicalized culture 
we live in. Conservatives are pointing the finger and putting the blame on liberals. 
Liberals wag their fingers at conservatives. 
 But, it’s not just in politics. There is finger-pointing going on in our families too. “Why didn’t 
______ take out the garbage?” “It’s all her fault our finances are falling apart. She spends too much.” 
“He never spends enough time with the kids, that’s why they are always getting in trouble at school.” 
 It happens in our workplaces too. The employees point the finger at their boss. The boss 
blames the employees. And everyone points the finger at the government and the taxes they have to 
pay. 
 Pointing the finger is easy. We’re conditioned to do it, and we have lots of practice at it. 
 Lent, which begins this month and lasts until Easter, is a season of finger-pointing. For the next 
six weeks we are called to point the finger. But, not at the government. Not at our co-workers. Not at 
anyone in our family. 
 Lent is the season to point the finger at ourselves. Lent is the season where we are called to 
take an especially honest look in the mirror. It’s the season to ask, “Have I been more worried about 
myself – my comfort, my security – than about others?” “Have I put my own interests above the inter-
ests of God and His people?” “Who can I show mercy and compassion to today?” “How have I failed 
to love my neighbor as myself, and my God above all else?” 
 Lent is a season of self-examination and honest reflection. It’s a season of repentance as we 
turn away from our sin. It’s a season of saying sorry and asking for forgiveness. 
 But, it’s also a season that is leading us to the cross and empty tomb. And amidst all the finger-
pointing we ought to be doing (at ourselves) we cannot lose sight of those places of God’s forgiveness 
and grace. Lent ultimately leads us to the place of our redemption and forgiveness. It places us, at the 
end, into the outstretched arms of Jesus on the cross. We cannot forget that at the end of Lent comes 
Easter, and that out of death God brings life. 
 As Christians, beloved children of God, we are freed to be honest, to point the finger at our-
selves, to take the blame, to own up to our sin, and accept culpability because we have received the 
grace and forgiveness of Jesus. We have been redeemed. Yes, we are sinners, but Jesus came for 
sinners! 
 So, go ahead and point the finger – at yourself. And then look to the cross and empty tomb. 
Look and see your forgiveness and life. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Peter 

Pg. 2 Worship Notes and Previews 
Pg. 4 Packing Event   
Pg. 6 Qplace    inside... 



March 2017     Page 3 

Lenten Series 
 
Lent is a journey. It is the season of the 
church year that leads us towards the cross 
and empty tomb. It is a journey shaped by re-
pentance (turning away from our sin and to-
wards Jesus) and reflection upon the sacrifice 
of the cross. It’s not always an easy journey. 
It forces us to face up to our sin and the bro-
kenness of this world. But it is a journey that 
ends in the forgiveness, love, and freedom of 
Jesus. 
 
As we journey together this Lent we will be 
walking through two different sermon series. 
 
On Sundays our series will be called “Lent: A 
Journey to the Cross”. Our readings and mes-
sages will follow Jesus during His ministry on 
earth as He prepares to make the ultimate 
sacrifice. We will follow Jesus and His disci-
ples as He teaches, works miracles, and 
shows compassion and mercy. 
 
On Wednesdays (at 7pm) our series will be 
called “Cross Words”. Each week our read-
ings and messages will focus on one of the 
words or phrases that Jesus spoke from the 
cross. 
 
I hope that you will journey with us this Lent! 
 
Pastor Peter 
 

 
Lent 2017 Series “Cross Words” 

 
March 8  7 PM 
March 15  7 PM 
March 22  7 PM 
March 29 7 PM 
April 5  7 PM  
April 13 7 PM Maundy Thursday 
April 14 7 PM Good Friday 
April 16 9 AM Easter Sunday 
 

On Wednesday evenings, a light supper is served before the 
service at 6 p.m. in the fellowship hall, followed by the 7 
p.m. service. 

March Sermon Series: 
A Journey to the Cross 
 
3/05: First Sunday in Lent 
 Theme: “Temptation” 
 Text: Matthew 4:1-11  
  Assigned Readings: 
 Genesis 3:1-21 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11  
   
3/12:  Second Sunday in Lent 
 Theme: “Reborn” 
  Text: John 3:1-17  
  Assigned Readings:  
  Genesis 12:1-9 
  Romans 4:1-8 
  John 3:1-17   
 
3/19:  Third Sunday in Lent 
   Theme: “Living Water” 
  Text: John 4:5-26  
 Assigned Readings: 
 Exodus 17:1-7 
 Romans 5:1-8 
 John 4:5-26  
   
03/26: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
  Theme: “Believing is Seeing” 
 Text: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
 Assigned Readings:  
 Isaiah 42:14-21 
 Ephesians 5:8-14 
 John 9:1-7; 13-17; 34-39  

 

Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 16th 
 

Plan to join us after worship on 
Easter morning to continue to 
celebrate the resurrection. We 
are still making 
plans so watch 
the supplement 
for additional 
details. 
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Acolyte: 
3/1  Robert 
3/5 Robert 
3/12  Robert 
3/19 Robert 
3/26 Robert 
Altar Guild: Mary  
Child Care:  
3/5 Sue  
3/12  Nancy 
3/19 Sharon 
3/26  Lisa 
Coffee Fellowship: 
Help Needed 
Communion Assistant: 
3/1 Art 
3/5 Marty 
3/19 Gary 
Guest Ambassadors: 
3/1 Smitha 
3/5  Scott 
3/12  Nancy 
3/19 Smitha 
3/26 Scott 
Lay Reader: 
3/1 Smitha 
3/5 Becky 
3/12 Wayne 
3/19 Jon 
3/26 Luanne 
LCD Projector: 
3/5 Steve 
3/12 Larry 
3/19 Steve 
3/26 Kathy 
Ushers: 
3/1 Gary and Ed 
3/5 Bill and Brad 
3/8 Marty 
3/12 George and Scott 
3/15 Art 
3/19 Jack and Gary 
3/22 Steve 
3/26 Ed and Bill 
3/29 Brad 
Welcome Partners: 
3/1 Rita and Jack 
3/5 Gilda and Marge 
3/8 Kathy and Scott 
3/12 Nancy and Marlene 
3/15 Sue and Matt 
3/19 Marge and Gilda 
3/22 Rita and Jack 
3/26 Nancy and Marlene 
3/29 Kathy and Scott 

Those Serving 
us this Month 

Comfort Dog Ministry 
 
JoJo and her handlers have been busy so far 
this year. She is still visiting Panera, Meadows 
and Clearbrook each week, and St. Peter, Rad-
ford Green, Little Angels, and Deer Path twice a 

month, but she has been invited to some new things in the 
community. The Wheeling Police Department continues to gra-
ciously include us in their outreach to their schools, from pre-
school to high school. Two schools in the Mt. Prospect district 
have been inviting us in to read with the children who need a 
confidence builder. Buffalo Grove High School has invited us in 
for different occasions, most recently during the stress of finals 
week. And a few people, both LCLC members and those from 
the community, have requested individual visits for friends in 
rehab. We are delighted that God is opening these doors in our 
community so we can share the love Jesus gives us. We are 
Loved and Sent. 
 
They’re here! We have new JoJo note cards for sale, and they 
feature photos of the 
beautiful pup herself. 
The cards come in 
packs of 6, and will sell 
for $10. All the pro-
ceeds go to the Com-
fort Dog ministry at Liv-
ing Christ. We will be 
selling them in the 
church lobby the last 
Sunday of each month, 
but will certainly ac-
commodate special or-
ders any time. Stop by 
and check them out! 

Memorials and Tributes 
 
Donations were made this past month by the following: 
To the Comfort Dog Ministry 
In memory of Katie Kloess by Sharon and John 
In memory of Rosie Castoro by Kathy and Scott 
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Easter Egg Packing 
Event 
 

Saturday April 8 at 7:00 PM we will meet at 
church to pack eggs for the Easter Egg hunt. All 
the “stuff” for the packing the eggs will be fur-
nished (eggs, candy, toys, and tape). We need 
to not only fill the eggs, but also need to tape 
them shut. Why tape the eggs shut? Because 
the squirrels will otherwise open them and steal 
what is inside.  
 

What you can bring on Saturday for the event is 
an appetizer or snack to share and your bever-
age of choice. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin 
board by the elevator.  
 

I know we will have a 
great evening.  
 

The Easter Bunny 

 

The Easter Bunny is getting ready for this big event. He can’t wait to greet the community and 
have fun searching. Not only will there be an egg hunt, but there will be time to sing songs and 
make a craft. The Resurrection story will also be presented and that is what the Easter Bunny is 
really coming to hear. 
 
Please invite your friends and family to the event. If you would like to help at the event check out 
the sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board by the elevator. 
 
For any questions please contact Missy Halter. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Come to the Living Christ  

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

    

Saturday, April 15th Saturday, April 15th Saturday, April 15th Saturday, April 15th     

10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. ––––  11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 11:15 a.m.    
 

Coffee Fellowship 
  

We are always looking for people to assist 
with coffee fellowship. It is easy as 1-2-3. 

1. Check the sign-up sheet posted on the 
bulletin board right outside the kitchen. 
Choose a date that works in your 
schedule and sign-up. 

2. Plan to either make a snack for the 
Sunday or use some of the snacks in 
the freezer in the kitchen.  

3. Arrive a little early and make the coffee 
and set up for coffee fellowship. In-
structions for making coffee are posted 
in the cupboard with the coffee. Cups 
and napkins are provided by the 
church. Plates and plastic 
silverware are also avail-
able. 

 

If you have any questions look 
for Judy. She will be more than 
happy to give you insight on how 
the process works.  
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Christian Service Ministry of the Month 
The March Ministry of the Month is actually 2 ministries, 
Jews for Jesus and Apple of His Eye. In honor of Jesus’ 
Jewish heritage, preparing for Easter, we are giving to 
these two ministries who reach out to Jewish people with 
the good news that the Messiah Jesus has come. 
This prayer comes from the “Apple of His Eye” newsletter. 
“I am a believer in Jesus because one caring Christian chose to intentionally 
pray for me and my salvation. He asked the Lord to convict me of sin and 

plant faith in my life through the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit.” 
Please remember to support them with your prayers also. 

Out to Lunch 
Bunch 
The women of Living 
Christ will go Out to 
Lunch on Monday, March 
6th at 11:30. We will plan 
on going to Sun Shui at 
155 W. Rand Road in Ar-
lington Heights. All 
women and their friends 
are welcome. Car pooling 
is avail-
able. 
Please let 
Judy  if you 
plan to at-
tend and if 
you would 
like to car 
pool. 

 
Mites will be col-
lected after the 
church service 
on March 5th. 
$38.25 was col-
lected in Febru-
ary. Thank you.  

Lutheran 
Women’s 
Missionary 
League 
News 

PPPPaaaauuuusssseeee    2222    PPPPllllaaaayyyy    
Preschoolers and Caregivers 

3rd Monday of the month 

9:00-10:30 AM 

Join us for Pause 2 Play, a free program for children  

under 5 and their caregivers. We provide time for the children to play and for caregiv-

ers to visit, as well as a short time of stories and songs designed for preschoolers. Hope to see you there! 

Themes:  

March 20 – Cookies  April 17 – Fish  May 15 – Plants 

LENTEN SUPPER 
HELP NEEDED  
 
Help is needed for the 
Lenten suppers on March 
15th, 22nd, 29th and April 
5th. If you or your group would like to help, 
please contact Judy. Plates, cups, bowls, plas-
tic silverware, and coffee will be provided by 
the church. Thank you to the Wednesday 
morning Bible Group for proving the meal on 
March 8th. 

Any suggestions for Summer 

Light Reading books? I’ve been 
so busy this year I feel like I have-
n’t read a thing, so let me know if 
you have an idea for what we 
might enjoy. See Becky with sug-
gestions. 

SUMMER LIGHT READING 
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Qplace 
 

Our focus will continue to be on starting a Qplace. We ask you to pray about individuals that you 
might suggest for us to invite. Pastor Peter gave us a book mark at the start of his sermon series 
on “Loved + Sent.” Take time to write names of people 
on the book mark that you are sent to in your life. Then 
pray about those individuals and their attendance at our 
Qplace. 
 

We are really looking forward to taking the step out of the 
boat and starting a Qplace. Continue to pray for your 
triad team that we are faithful to walk down the path be-
fore us to start a Qplace.  
 

Any questions or if you want to give me names of indi-
viduals for the Qplace give me a call. 
 

Scott 
Director Evangelism 

Lifeline Screening 
An important service is coming to Living Christ on 5/5/2017. As many of you may not know, stroke 
is a leading cause of death today, affecting over 750,000 people each year. Stroke can be a life 
threatening and life changing event, and yet according to the National Stroke Association, 80% of 
strokes are preventable. By signing up for this health event, you will be able to take your 
health into your own hands. The Stroke, Vascular & Heart Rhythm Package includes four 
screenings: carotid artery, abdominal aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease and atrial fibrilla-
tion. To schedule your appointment, please sign up only by either calling our members-only phone 
number, which is 1-888-653-6450 or by visiting www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 

Here is the schedule for the next several months. 

Thank you to Ann, Bob, Linda and 
Art for your help with the February 

newsletter. 

Month March 

Articles 3/10 

Ready to 
proof 

3/15 

Proofer Karen 

Ready to 
collate 

3/23-24 

Collate 
team 

Kathy 
and Scott 

April 

4/10 

4/15 

Ann 

4/23-24 

Linda 
and Bob 

May 

5/10 

5/15 

Karen 

5/23-24 

Kathy S. 
and Help 
Needed 

 Communications 

Newsletter 
 

We made it through the 1st email distribution 
of the LCLC monthly newsletter. Thanks to 
Lynne and Pastor Peter for all their efforts in 
getting the 1st electronic distribution com-
pleted. If you would like to receive the news-
letter electronically please email the church 
office at lclcoffice@aol.com with your email 
address. Signed up to receive the newsletter 
and it did not arrive? Please check your spam 
folder.  
 
Hard copies of the newsletter are 
available in the church entryway.  
 
Kathy 
Director of Communications 
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What is online giving?  

Online giving is one option for making contributions to the church that 
is open to everyone. It allows for one time or repeating gifts to be 
made. By entering in your credit, debit, or checking account information 
you can make a gift to Living Christ today. 
 

Why are we offering it?  

We are offering online giving as an option because many people are accustomed to paying bills and making 
donations online. Online giving also allows people to continue to give even while on vacation or after a 
missed Sunday. Online giving is open to anyone who visits our website, so it allows us to receive gifts from 
guests and visitors as well. Churches who have instituted online giving generally see a substantial increase in 
income.  
 

How does it work? 

Simply go online to our website at www.livingchristlutheran.org and click on “Give” in the upper right corner. 
The page will ask for your name, billing information, how much you would like to give, and if you would like it 
to be a repeating or one time gift. You can also leave a memo directing where you would like the gift to go, 
i.e. “Jo Jo Fund” or “Mission trip to El Paso”. If you don't designate the money for a specific purpose, it will go 
in with the general offerings. 
 
Like any credit card payment, there is a processing fee to the transaction that the church pays.  
 

When is it available?  
Today! 
 

Who is it for?  
Anyone is able to give online, but no one has to. It is simply an option that is open to 
everyone. If you are currently satisfied with how you give, there is no need to switch to 
online giving. If you think it would help you be more faithful in your giving, give it a try! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

I am happy with writing a check or giving cash each week, do I have to give online? No. Online giving is simply 
one option. If it would be easier for you, or enable you to be more faithful in your giving, give it a try! 
 
Does it cost me extra to give online? There is no extra fee for you. The church does pay a small processing fee simi-
lar to what businesses pay for each credit/debit transaction.  
 
I don’t have a credit card, can I still give online? Yes you can. The website also accepts debit cards, and you can 
enter in your checking account information for automatic withdrawals from your bank account.  
 
My neighbor would like to give a gift to Living Christ, can she give online? Yes. Online giving is open to anyone 
and everyone.  
 
Do I need to set up an account to give online? No account is necessary. You simply need to enter your name, billing 
information, how much you would like to give, and if it is a one time or recurring gift.  
 
How long does it take? In just a few short minutes you can make your donation.  
 
Can I set up repeating payments? Yes. You can schedule weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly giving.  
 
Can I designate where my donation will go? You have the option to leave a memo such as “For Jo Jo Ministry” or 
“For Mission Trip to El Paso”. If you don't designate the money for a specific purpose, it will go in with the general offer-
ings. 

Online Giving Is 
Here!

www.livingchristlutheran.org/give 
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PLANNING AHEAD 
 

 
March 1 Ash Wednesday 
March 5 Mites collected after service 
 Small Group at Deanne and Wayne's 
March 6 Lunch Bunch Out to Lunch 
 Small Group at Kathy and Scott's 
March 7 Board of Directors Meeting  
March 8 Light Supper 
 Lenten Service  
March 12 2nd Sunday Service 
March 15 Light Supper 
 Lenten Service 
March 19 Scrip orders placed 
 Small Group at Deanne and Wayne's 
March 20 Pause 2 Play 
 Small Group at Kathy and Scott's 
March 22 Light Supper 
 Lenten Service 
March 26th 4th Sunday Worship 
March 29 Light Supper 
 Lenten Service 
April 2 Mites collected after the service 
April 4 Board of Directors Meeting 
April 5 Light Supper 
 Lenten Service 
April 8 Easter Egg Packing Party 
April 9 Scrip orders placed 
April 13 Maundy Thursday Service 
April 14 Good Friday Service 
April 15  Easter Egg Hunt 
April 16 Easter Service 
April 17 Pause 2 Play 
April 30 Scrip orders placed 
May 5 Lifeline Screening 
May 21 Scrip orders placed 
June 11 Scrip orders placed 

Wayne 
Art 
 

Marilyn and Lenny 
3/8/2003 

Marge and Ray 
3/20/65 

 
5th Robert 
7th Leah 
9th Marilyn 
15th Kathy 
16th Ann 
17th Jeffrey 
20th Elsie 
23rd Jeff 
24th John 
29th Marty 

OFFICIAL ACTS   
Release of membership: 
Chris and Kelly, Andrew, Evelynn and 
Elena to Shepherd of the Prairie, 
Huntley, IL 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS Eligible Thrivent Financial 
members who have available Choice Dollars have until March 
31, 2017, to direct them. Don’t miss this opportunity to recom-
mend that Thrivent Financial provide outreach funding to Living 
Christ. Go to thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 
800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 


