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Our Mission: 
WEEE are Christ’s disciples to multiply disciples. 

What’s Inside 
December 2016 

 
Article            Page 
Pastor 2 
President 3 
Worship Previews                                  3 
Those Service Us 4 
Out to Lunch Bunch 4 
Mid-week Advent Services 4 
Invitation 5 
Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child 5 
Qplace 6 
Pause 2 Play 6 
Christian Service 7 
Communications 7 
Newsletter Assistants 7 
LWML   8 
Scrip    8 
Poinsettias/Altar Guild/Flowers   8 
Offering Envelopes  8 
Christmas in November     9 
JoJo  9 
Prayer Shawl Ministry    9 
Help Needed  9 
Kid’s Page  10 
Birthdays & Anniversaries     11 
Elders     11 
Planning Ahead     11 
Advent Dinners     11    

**************************************** 

Holiday ScheduleHoliday ScheduleHoliday ScheduleHoliday Schedule    
Breakfast with 
Santa and the 
Christ Child  

 

An invitation for the 

whole family 

****************** 

Sat, December 17th 

9:30 AM 
 

∗ pancake breakfast  

∗ a fun presentation of 
the real Christmas story 

∗ Christmas songs 

∗ Santa will arrive for 
pictures  

∗ Christmas crafts 
 

RSVPs necessary 

Advent Services— 
December 7th, and 14th  

7 p.m. 
(For all midweek services, a light 

supper will be served from 6:00 - 6:45 

p.m. in the fellowship hall.) 
 

Sunday School’s Christmas 
Program 

December 
18th 9:00 

a.m. 
 

Christmas 
Eve Service 
December 
24th 7 p.m. 

 

Christmas 
Day Service 
December 

25th 9 a.m. 

Access the entire church calendar from the 

home page by clicking on the calendar button.  

 

You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



Come Worship with us  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

 This time of year can be overwhelming, can’t it?  With Christmas weeks away, 
our lives are anything but simple.  This is a season of busyness.  A season of “more”:  
There are always more gifts to buy, more cookies to bake, more lights to hang, and 
more cards to send.  Many of us are constantly rushing around from our children or 

grandchildren’s Christmas concerts, to the mall, to one holiday party or another, and to church. 
 And, if we are honest, we have made our lives this busy.  It doesn’t need to be this way.  
But, we want to make the most of the season.  We are determined to make this Christmas feel 
“special”.  We have told ourselves that this will be the year that we send out all the cards on time, 
buy all the presents before Christmas Eve, and have the brightest lit house on the block.  We 
want this to be the year that our kids or grandkids get everything they dreamed of.  This is the 
year we’ll head out to the farm for the real tree that we’ll chop ourselves. 
 And while we go about our endless busyness, while we worry about the gifts and the 
lights and the wrapping and the cookies and the parties and the programs, and the trees, God is 
getting ready to arrive in the simplicity of the manger. 
 Where our God chose to be born tells us a lot about Him.  Unconcerned with pomp and 
circumstance, God had His Son born on a bed of hay.  Let’s not miss that important reality:  the 
God of the universe chose to come to us as a humble child born in a humble manger to two 
poor, young parents without a place to stay. 
 Maybe, just maybe, this should change how we approach this Advent.  It certainly puts 
things in perspective.  Maybe when we remember that God came in a manger and not a castle, 
as a child and not as an earthly king, with no fanfare except for the praises of a bunch of dirty, 
outcast shepherds, and not surrounded by neatly wrapped presents, lights, or cookies but hay; 
maybe then we will begin to gain a heart for the things of God. 
 I pray that this Advent season we would remember the humility of our God, and that we 
would reflect that humble simplicity in our own lives.  I would encourage 
you to pause from all the busyness of this time of year to focus your 
hearts and minds on Jesus.  After all, Jesus came with a singular focus 
on you.  He laid aside every right He had as God for you and for your 
eternity.  Remember:  Christ is not in the lights, the cookies, the pro-
grams, or the presents.  Christ is in the manger. And He is there for you. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Peter 

December 4 “Our Advent Preparation” 
December 11 “Our Advent Preparation” 
December 18 Sunday School Program 

December 2016 

Page 4 Advent Services 
Page 5 Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child 
Page 7 Christian Service  inside... 

December 24 Christmas Eve Service  
December 25 Christmas Day Service  
January 1 New Year’s Day Service 
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Worship Notes and Worship Notes and Worship Notes and Worship Notes and  
Previews Previews Previews Previews  

12/4: Second Sunday in Advent 
Theme:  “Preparation” 
Text: Matthew 3:1-12  
Assigned Readings: 
 Psalm 72:1-7 
 Matthew 3:1-12  
  
12/11:Third Sunday in Advent 
Theme:“Preparation” 
Text: Matthew 11:2-15  
Assigned Readings:  
 Psalm 146 
 Matthew 11:2-15  
 
12/18: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Sunday School Program 
Assigned Readings: 
 Psalm 24 
 Matthew 1:18-25  
  
12/24: Christmas Eve 
Text:  1 John 4:7-16 
Assigned Readings: 
 Isaiah 7:10-14 
 1 John 4:7-16 
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
12/25: Christmas Day 
Text: John 1:1-18  
Assigned Readings: 
 Isaiah 52:7-10 
 Hebrews 1:1-12 
 John 1:1-18  

THANKS.  
Thanksgiving is over, but every day is a day to give 
thanks. As this year draws to a close, I want to bring to 
your attention some people in our congregation who 
have gone above and beyond this year. Maybe you can 
find a chance to give them your thanks: 
 
◊ The call committee for almost 3 years (and untold 

hours) of faithful service – Matt, Art, Wayne, Smitha, 
Luanne, Becky and Jon; 

◊ Matt, for heading this committee at the same time he 
was congregation president and dedicating more 
time than we can imagine to serving us in both 
capacities; 

◊ Judy for hosting receptions for potential pastors, 
good-bye celebrations for Pastor Gregg and Darla 
and family, the installation reception for Pastor Peter, 
and much more; 

◊ Lynne H. for keeping us all going throughout the 
vacancy and breaking in a new pastor ;) 

◊ John for keeping the music flowing during our 
vacancy in the Director of Music position; 

◊ Brad for assuming the treasurer’s position and taking 
on the task of managing our finances despite 
unforeseen, and now resolved, health issues; 

◊ Steve for his untold hours overseeing repairs to the 
parsonage and making sure it was ready for Pastor 
Peter and Tiffany, having new flooring installed on 
the main floor of the church, researching a new 
security system for the church, and continuing the 
bidding process for our fellowship hall renovation in 
addition to all his other responsibilities; 

◊ Pastor Peter, for following God’s call to Living Christ 
and becoming our shepherd. 

 
I list these people at the risk of forgetting others, the 
many who serve faithfully year in and year out, those 
who assisted the people listed above and without whom 
the task may have been unbearable. I am grateful for 
belonging to a family of Christians who love and support 
each other. Thank you all, members of Living Christ, and 
thanks to our God who has 
brought us together as one body 
with many wonderful parts. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Becky 
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From the President 

Advent 2016 
Advent is a full and busy season for the Church.  
There are extra candles to light, mid-week 
services to attend, new hymns and songs for 
the season, and a changing of liturgical colors 
from green to blue.  Advent is the season of the 
Church year that focuses on the coming of our 
God, repentance, hope, and preparation for His 
first and second comings.  This year, though, 
we will be focusing on two aspects of the 
season. 

 
First, on Sundays our constant theme will be Preparation.  Advent 
is a season of preparation as we prepare our hearts and minds for 
the Savior to be born and for our savior to return in glory one day.  
By turning to our God in faith, remaining persistent in prayer, and 
coming to worship we will prepare for both the first and second 
comings of Jesus.  On Advent Sundays we will be looking at how 
God was preparing us for His comings, and also how we can 
prepare for Him. 
 
Second, during our mid-week services our theme will be 
Promised.  We will be reminded that Jesus was not Plan B.  God 
the Father carefully planned your salvation, and throughout the 
book of Isaiah He 
promised you a Savior. 
 
Join us for mid-week 
services on Wednesday, 
Nov. 30th, Dec 7th and 
Dec 14th at 7 pm. We 
will have a light supper 
from 6– 6:45 pm in the 
fellowship hall. 
 

Those Serving 
us this Month 

Acolyte: 
Help Needed 
Altar Guild:  
Child Care:  
12/4 Melissa 
12/11 Nancy 
12/18 Sharon 
12/24 Lisa 
12/25 Melissa 
Coffee Fellowship: 
Help Needed 
Communion Assistant: 
12/4 John 
12/24 Gary 
12/25 Art 
Guest Ambassadors: 
12/4 Scott 
12/11 Nancy 
12/18 Smitha 
12/24 Scott 
12/25 Nancy 
Lay Reader: 
12/4 Smitha 
12/11 Becky 
12/18 Wayne 
12/24 Luanne 
12/25 Jon 
LCD Projector: 
12/4 Steve 
12/11 Larry 
12/18 Steve 
12/24 Kathy 
12/25 Kathy 
Ushers: 
12/4 Steve and Ed 
12/7 Marty 
12/11 Bill and Art 
12/14 Brad 
12/18 Gary and Scott 
12/24 Jack and George 
12/25 Steve and Ed 
Welcome Partners: 
12/4 Rita and Jack 
12/7 Marge and Gilda 
12/11 Kathy and Scott 
12/14 Nancy and Marlene 
12/18 Rita and Jack 
12/24 Marge and Gilda 
12/25 Kathy and Scott 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
 

Lunch Bunch will go out to lunch on 
Monday, December 5th at  11:30 
am  at Tuscany Restaurant, 550 S. 

Milwaukee Ave. Wheeling. (847-465-9988).  There will be a sign up 
sheet up stairs by the elevator. We need a count ahead of time for 
the reservation. See Judy with questions. 
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Breakfast with Santa and the 
Christ Child  

 
You are invited to Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child at Living Christ Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, December 17 from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
 
Join us as we celebrate the true meaning of Christmas with breakfast, a Christmas 
children’s message and songs, Christmas crafts, and pictures with Santa. Families 
with young children are especially invited.  
 
Space is limited to 90 people, so sign up early.  
 
Register at livingchristlutheran.org or by calling the church office at (847)577-7133.  
 
Cameras welcome.  
 
There is no cost to the event. However, if you are able, please bring a non-perishable food item for 
our food pantry which helps local families in need. 

You are Invited to a family Christmas Service presented by the 
Sunday School. The service will be Sunday, December 18, 2016 
at the 9:00 AM service.  

 
Who: Congregation, Family & Friends 
 
What: Join the Sunday School children and youth as they share the Christmas message with us 
through carols and scripture. 
 
Where: Living Christ Lutheran Church 
 
When: December 18, 2016, 9:00 AM 
 
Bring your relatives and friends and make this Service an im-
portant part of your holiday activities.  
 
Afterwards, please join us for a special coffee fellowship. 

A Special Invitation 



Page 6     December 2016 

Qplace 
Vital Conference 2016 
A total of 9 members from Living Christ attended the QPlace Vital Conference 2016 in October.  I 
believe that all of us came away with many good ideas and learned a lot, but I wanted to share one 
of those ideas that I found to be most inspiring to me and helpful in my spiritual walk. 
 
People want a close and personal relationship with Jesus!  We are actually built to have that type 
of intimacy with our Creator and Lord and to be loved by him as his dear children.  However, as 
you know, sin came into the world and separated us from our Father 
and prevented us from really knowing him as our King and Savior.  
These same people have a lot of spiritual questions about who God 
really is and long to just talk to someone about who he is and to get to 
know him better.  They don’t need someone to tell them about Jesus.  
They want someone to help answer their questions and discover Jesus 
for themselves.  They are simply looking for a safe place to just talk 
about who God is to them.  As Jesus pointed out, they are like lost 
sheep needing a shepherd to help guide them spiritually back to Him. 
 
So, do you see a challenge in all of this?  Are you willing to be one of these shepherds?  Are you 
willing to lay your life down to come alongside that friend, neighbor, family member who is desper-
ately seeking to know Jesus?  Finally, are you willing to lay down your busy life and join a spiritual 
discussion group to help lead the lost sheep to discovering God for themselves?  My answer is 
yes!!!!  I want to be a shepherd and help people discover God.  I want Living Christ to see them-
selves as shepherds that are sent to love our neighbors more than ourselves and to lead them to 
Christ.  Will this be easy?  I don’t think so, but the news of salvation and eternal life with Christ is 
just too good to keep to ourselves.  Yes, people want a close relationship with Jesus and I’m here 
to help them.  Will you join me?  Will you commit yourself today to being a shepherd and help other 
sheep discover Jesus for themselves?  To be honest, I can’t think of a higher calling! 
 
Sincerely, 
Scott 
QPlace Triad Leader 

 

PPPPaaaauuuusssseeee    2222    PPPPllllaaaayyyy 

Please note: If you are inviting anyone to Pause 2 Play in December, we will 
be meeting the second Monday, December 12, for this month only to give peo-
ple more free time closer to Christmas. Invitation handouts are available at the 

back of the church. 
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Newsletter Assistants—-Below is the schedule for the next several months. 
 

 

Month January 
‘17 

February 
‘17 

Articles 
due 

1/10 2/10 

Ready to 
proof 

1/15 2/15 

Proofer Ann Karen 

Ready to 
collate 

1/23-24 
 

2/23-24 
 

Collate 
team 

Linda 
Bob 

Help 
Needed 

Thank you to Karen, Bob 
and Linda for your help with 
the November newsletter. 

The Ministry of the Month for December is Lutheran Church Charities. Lutheran Church 
Charities’ logo says “Making a Difference”, and their goal is to show the mercy, compassion, 
presence, and proclamation of Jesus to a hurting world. Donations given to LCC for specific 
needs are passed along 100%, whether it is for a person needing a 
car to get to work, a pastor needing help with large medical 
expenses, a church needing a roof, or comfort dogs traveling to the 
site of a recent disaster. The money we are giving to them this month 
will be for their administrative costs which are not paid at all from 
these designated donations. 
 
Thanks 
Luanne 

Christian Service 

Communications 
 

In 2017 the communications commission is looking 
at going more digital.  One of the first items we are look-
ing at doing is sending the monthly newsletter out via 
email. To make this possible I would ask you to confirm 
your email with the church office.  Just send an email to 
LCLCoffice@aol.com.  Those members that do not have 
an email address will still receive the newsletter in the mail. In this digital age we realize that indi-
viduals like to have information more readily available to them. 
 Also, additional work has been done on the church website to make it more readable on 
smart phones.  The team is looking forward to this new opportunity to reach more individuals with 
the message of the gospel. 
 Thanks to all of the individuals that work behind the scenes to keep information flowing.  
You don’t see them but they are updating the outdoor sign, getting the newsletter ready for mail-
ing, updating the website and getting the Sunday worship folder ready. 
 
Kathy 
Communications Director 
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The 
year 
ends 
soon 
and a 

new year begins. Let’s start 
out the New Year by par-
taking of an opportunity to 
sign up for Altar Guild for a 
week or a month in 2017  
 

The sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board by the eleva-
tor. 
 

Thank you for your partici-
pation. We’ll be happy to 
help you learn or to assist 
in any way. 
 

Please call Smitha or 
Lynne (847)577-7133 if 
you have a question. 
 

Prepare the way of the 
Lord.  
Matthew 3:3  

An altar flower 
sign-up sheet for 
2017 will be on 
the bulletin board 
next to the elevator. Please 
sign up for 1 or 2 arrange-
ments for a Sunday. More 
than 1 family may sign up for 
the same date. Please let the 
office know if the flowers are 
in celebration or memory of 
someone or for a special oc-
casion. Any questions, see or 
call Smitha or Lynne at (847)
577-7133.  

POINSETTIAS 
This year we will once again 
be offering poinsettia plants 
for sale. The plants will 
grace the sanctuary and can 
be taken home at the con-
clusion of the Christmas Day 
service. There will be a sign 
up sheet on the board by the 
elevator. Watch for more de-
tails and prices in the Sun-
day supplement. Any ques-
tions, see or call Becky. 

Mites will be collected Sunday, December 4th. Mites are collected 
the 1st Sunday of the month every month by the Women’s Guild. 
$38.33 was collected for mites in November. The mites collected go 
to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, which supports many 
international mission projects. Thank you for your support. For more information, see 
www.lwml.org or see Nancy. 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
AT LCLC 

Need help with your shopping? 
 
Scrip orders will be placed Dec. 4th and 11th 
Cards come in denominations from $10 to $100. Begin 
thinking if there is a gift card or two you could purchase for 
gifts. For more information, feel free to ask Deanne or Ar-
lene for an explanation about how easy it is to use Scrip gift 
cards. 
 
Deanne 
 
If you wish to purchase a gift card for a teen-
ager for the Christmas Wish project, Deanne has $25 gift 
cards available for Kohl's, WalMart, and Target. Gift cards 
are available in the lobby every Sunday after church. 

The 2017 
offering 
envelopes 
are ready 
to be 
picked up 

in the lobby of the church. 
Thank you to Art for your help 
getting these ready. 
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JoJo has had so much publicity 
this year. Please join us in pray-
ing it will be for God’s glory. 
Thanks go to all her handlers, 
George, Arlene, Kathy, Lynne 
R., Gilda, Sara, Becky, Pastor 
Paul and Julie, for their faithful 
ministry to people throughout 
our community with JoJo as the 
bridge. Thank you to Lynne for 
handling all this publicity as well 
as JoJo’s social media. And 
thank you for your loving sup-
port of our own JoJo. 
 

This month some of us will be making red baby hats for the American 
Heart Association project Little Hats, Big Hearts.  We continue to 
make head huggers, shawls and lap blankets for Phil’s Friends.  
Please join us Thursdays, 1-3 pm.   
Donations of yarn are always appreciated. Contact Ilene or the church 

office (847-577-7133) for additional details. 

CHRISTMAS IN  
NOVEMBER 

  
Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make Christmas in November a suc-
cess. 
  
We appreciate those who have donated toiletries and mit-
tens and gloves, those who knitted and crocheted lovely 
scarves, and those who helped at the event. A BIG thank 
you to Thrivent Financial  for supplying us with the funds to 
purchase over 50 children coats. We made some great- 
looking cookies to be enjoyed by our shut-ins and those just 
needing a little Christmas Cheer. It was a fun evening, busy 
but rewarding! 
 

Wheeling Township and their clients appreciate all that we 
donate and look forward to our coats and gift bags every 
year. Twenty of the gift bags also went to Uptown Ministry, 
Lutheran Child and Family Service. 
  
We will start collecting again in summer 
  
Thank you again. 
  
Blessings 

  
Arlene 

HELP NEEDED FOR BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AND THE CHRIST 
CHILD 
Living Christ will once again be hosting Breakfast With Santa and the Christ Child. It will be held 
on Saturday, December 17, 2016 from 9:30 AM 11:00 AM. Be sure to invite any special child or 
family that you know. As always, volunteers and food donations are welcome. Volunteers are 
needed for set up, helping during the event and clean up afterwards. A donation sheet will be 
posted by the elevator. If you are interested in helping please see Missy, Sue or Rhonda.  
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PLANNING AHEAD 
  
Dec. 4 Mites collected after service 
 Christmas Gifts due 
 Scrip Order placed 
Dec. 5 Lunch Bunch out to lunch 
 Small Group at Kathy and Scott’s 
Dec. 7 Advent Service 
Dec. 11 Scrip Order placed 
Dec. 12 Pause 2 Play 
Dec. 14 Advent Service 
Dec. 17 Breakfast with Santa and the Christ Child 
Dec. 18 Sunday School Program  
Dec. 19 Small Group at Kathy and Scott’s 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service 
Jan.  1 News Year Day’s Service 
 Mites collected after service  

12/1 Gilda 
12/7 Susan 
12/9 Darla 
12/10 Bob 
12/12 Bill 
12/12 Joe 
12/14 Sara 
12/18 Seth 
12/22 Chris 
12/27 Maddie 
12/31 Kelly 

 
Dale and Edward 

12/28/74 
Eleanor and Gary 

12/28/73 
Smitha and Pravin 

12/28/98 

Wayne 
Art 

E

L

D

E

R

S 
Just a reminder that Sunday, 
December 25 is the last Sunday in 
2016. For tax planning purposes, 
you will want to plan to get your final 
2016 contributions in by then.  

 
Advent Dinners 
 

 
A light supper will be 
served before the Mid-
week Advent Services on 
Wednesday, November 30th, December 7th and 
December 14th. If you or your group would like to help, 
please contact Judy. 


